went for each other hammer and tongs. Nobody understood
a word they said; they spoke an outlandish Latin, which must
have made Cicero turn in his grave.
What stirred their blood, long cooled by years of pious
vigils, to such heat?
Oh, the questions at issue were of vital importance,
like the one discussed in Brussels about the flames of hell!
What interpretation from the standpoint of the Catholic
Church is to be given to the opinion about God and nature
expressed by an Arab whom they mistakenly named Averroes,
who, in his turn, had interpreted the opinion of the Greek
Aristotle? And: how can there be a De*vil, since the Scriptures
say that God is almighty and, therefore, should have been
able to destroy the Devil?
After shattering each other's arguments in the language
of Plautus and Petronius, the score or so of 'ancient scholars
went their diverse ways on their mules and in their coaches,
but life around them went on as if there had been no disputes
about God and the Devil.
The only difference between these disputes and the de-
bate held in Brussels in 1948 was that the disputants at the
latter returned to their homes in tramcars and motor cars,
bought prosaic tickets and travelled by train, or flew home
in aeroplanes.
The result of the competition among young Soviet scien-
tists was announced at a meeting of the Presidium of the
Academy of Sciences of the U.S.S.R. by V. L. Komarov, late
president of the Academy. No less than eight thousand young
scientists had responded to the appeal of the Academy and
of the Central Committee of the Young Communist League.
A whole army division of scientific researchers! Scarcely
any of them had reached the age of thirty; some were only
eighteen or twenty.
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